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I am delighted to be a part of Cleantech2007 and I wish I could be there in person with you.  With all the talk of solar, wind, geothermal, biofuels, energy efficiency, and sustainable practices going on at the conference, I know would be among friends.  As many of you know, my interest in clean energy technologies has been a lifelong passion.  For more than 20 years, I have worked with wind energy and other forms of new energy technology.  

And I have carried that passion and interest with me to Congress, where I serve on the new House Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming.  Already the House has made progress in acting on what I believe is a solemn obligation to address global climate change, the consequences of which we will all soon face.  In fact, just last week I introduced a bill to fund research and development of cutting edge geothermal energy technologies for the 21st century.  And I have had discussions and conversations with many members of Congress, on both sides of the aisle, on developing legislation to encourage the use and development of renewable energy sources and clean technologies.  I can tell you: there’s a desire and a commitment to make progress on this front.

We have a tremendous opportunity right now to forge a new path towards energy independence and sustainable development.

The clean technologies being demonstrated and discussed at Cleantech2007 represent a critical path forward for our nation and our world.  Each year, humanity’s global footprint grows, evincing the clear need to move in a new direction.  Cleantech2007 represents a unique transition in which significant advances are made in existing technologies while cutting-edge sustainable technologies are brought to market and begin to achieve higher penetration.  

Many of you have been pioneers at the cutting edge of clean technology development.  You know, as do I from my in the wind industry, that moving in this direction is not just good for the earth.  It’s good for business, and it creates jobs.  And by moving quickly, the United States is well-positioned to be the leader in clean technology research and production.

Clearly, there is a growing global demand for clean technologies:

    -  American-produced clean energy from biofuels, wind, solar, and geothermal, to reduce our nation’s demand on oil from overseas;   
    -  Cleaner, faster, more economical hybrid and electric vehicles;   
    -  Green construction materials to provide for future development and economic growth while taking environmental considerations into mind. 

Addressing climate change must be a national priority because it is, inherently, a national security concern. 

As a member of the 110th congress, I’m working actively to secure favorable policies that encourage the development of clean technologies.  Increased R&D funding, production tax credits, renewable portfolio standards – these are just some of the approaches I will explore in Congress.  Additionally, I would appreciate hearing from any of you regarding barriers you may encounter in dealing with the federal government.  Such information is helpful for use in gaining a complete understanding the playing field in which you operate. 
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But, just as important as the action that Congress takes are efforts from the business community to make the large-scale changes that need to happen if we are to achieve our sustainable future.  Connecting basic researchers, start-up and established companies, and venture capital is a strength of the Cleantech conference.  This type of cross-fertilization of innovation and resources is exactly what's needed to accelerate our march to a sustainable and prosperous future.  

I wish you all the best of luck in the future.  Enjoy the conference.
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